
 
AI Overview 
A Professional Architectural Report is  

a formal document by a licensed architect assessing a building's condition, code 

compliance, and needs, serving as an expert evaluation for projects, legal issues, or 

funding, detailing existing conditions, proposing solutions, and ensuring accountability 

through clear descriptions and often photographs. These reports document technical 

findings, guide construction, facilitate communication, and provide essential evidence 

for stakeholders like owners, contractors, and lenders.  

Types & Purposes 

●​ Condition Assessment: Details a property's existing state, including systems, site, 

and compliance with codes, often for FHA loans or property management. 

●​ Site Visit/Field Report: Monitors construction progress, verifies work quality, 

checks adherence to plans, and identifies deviations or issues. 

●​ Preliminary Architectural Report (PAR): Submitted for funding (like HOME funds), 

assessing project feasibility, identifying needs, and estimating costs. 

●​ Expert/Judicial Report: Provides technical evidence and opinions for legal cases, 

acting as expert testimony. 

●​ Design Report (Proposal): Explains design decisions, objectives, user needs, 

sustainability goals, and proposed materials for a project.  

Key Components 

●​ Site Inspection: Thorough physical review of interiors, exteriors, and systems. 

●​ Observations & Findings: Detailed descriptions of current conditions, issues, and 

deviations. 

●​ Expert Analysis: Professional judgment, assessment of problems, and proposed 

solutions. 

●​ Documentation: Written descriptions, photographs, drawings, and technical data. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Condition+Assessment&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIAxAB&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Site+Visit%2FField+Report&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIAxAD&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Preliminary+Architectural+Report+%28PAR%29&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIAxAF&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Expert%2FJudicial+Report&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIAxAH&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Design+Report+%28Proposal%29&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIAxAJ&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Site+Inspection&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIBRAB&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Observations+%26+Findings&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIBRAD&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Expert+Analysis&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIBRAF&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Documentation&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIBRAH&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3


●​ Recommendations: Specific courses of action, repair suggestions, or design 

adjustments. 

●​ Code/Zoning Review: Verification against relevant regulations and ordinances.  

Why They're Important 

●​ Communication: Clarifies expectations and findings between architects, clients, 

and contractors. 

●​ Accountability: Ensures work meets standards and provides a record for 

disputes. 

●​ Decision-Making: Informs owners, lenders, and authorities about project viability 

and costs. 

●​ Risk Management: Identifies potential problems early, preventing escalation.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Recommendations&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIBRAJ&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Code%2FZoning+Review&sca_esv=e1557db837a17fbc&ei=au5fafL2CtimmtkP7amL-Qs&ved=2ahUKEwjYgNXlwPyRAxUtmSYFHbo0PCYQgK4QegQIBRAL&uact=5&oq=what+is+a+Professional+Architectural+Report&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiK3doYXQgaXMgYSBQcm9mZXNzaW9uYWwgQXJjaGl0ZWN0dXJhbCBSZXBvcnQyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABSOtUUIoGWIVQcAF4AZABAJgBiAGgAfAZqgEFMTcuMTe4AQPIAQD4AQGYAiOgAv4awgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsAPCAgoQABiABBiKBRhDwgIFEAAYgATCAggQABiABBixA8ICDRAAGIAEGIoFGEMYsQPCAgsQABiABBiKBRiRAsICERAAGIAEGIoFGJECGLEDGIMBwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGB4YCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgsQABiABBiKBRiGA8ICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgUQIRirApgDAIgGAZAGCpIHBTE3LjE4oAegywGyBwUxNi4xOLgH-xrCBwcwLjE1LjIwyAdhgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAJMjToUEXJL778vjrref0lVOL4a056EaSNjRnwAw5dxEhk8YF0m3X83knlMic9G6cGyyAssExdiGIn3yayZBeJDbZK3IOPcyg1yLfaTzusxlF5Q0KzIX3TakD9cU7qLg9TZYo1yXeMWTC-UV7I4WFJlNzwlRXiPc09nOEtJPekEVODk7ZxY-B3trIppCLkAv7U&csui=3

